PRESS RELEASE

European Travel and Tourism Sector Launches “Destination Summer”
Campaign Supporting the Safe Reopening of European Borders
Four leading industry associations are mobilizing employees and individual travellers to urge
policy-makers to coordinate and lift travel restrictions across Europe.
Brussels, 03 June 2021 – As EU countries review the updated European Commission proposal to
coordinate the easing of travel restrictions across Europe, Airlines For Europe (A4E), Airports Council
International Europe (ACI EUROPE), the International Air Transport Association (IATA), and the
European Travel Retail Confederation (ETRC) have together launched Destination Summer, with the
goal of working with European Union and national policymakers to adopt a harmonised approach for
the lifting of travel restrictions – enabling the safe and smooth resumption of free movement for
European citizens.
Thanks to ongoing vaccination campaigns across Europe, growing scientific evidence around the
efficacy of vaccines, increased testing capacities, and improvements in the epidemiological situation,
the prerequisites are now in place to enable the reopening of travel and tourism in a coordinated
manner that is consistent with health measures and avoids unfair discrimination between
vaccinated/non-vaccinated travellers.
The coalition is calling for a common European approach based on:
•
•
•

The restoration of freedom of movement in the EU, notably via the swift implementation of
the EU Digital COVID Certificate;
The roll-out of affordable, reliable and rapid EU testing capabilities, as needed, that allow for
the end of blanket quarantines and make use of the growing availability of antigen tests;
A push for a progressive resumption of non-essential international travel through a regular
revision of the ‘EU White List’ -- and by allowing entry into the EU for travellers coming from
third-countries with a good epidemiological situation, and for those inoculated with EUauthorised vaccines.

The European travel and tourism sector, represented by the four associations, is encouraging
European citizens wanting to travel again, aviation, travel and tourism companies, their employees
and partners, to join the #destinationsummer campaign. This means sharing your need and desire to
travel again whilst following clear rules and official information on the safe and responsible ways to
do so. For more information, visit www.destinationsummer.eu
“Freedom of movement is a core European principle and citizens need to be able to move both freely
and safely. After 15 months of lockdowns and travel restrictions, it’s time to reunite travellers in
Europe. We need to see a coordinated easing of restrictions. Our campaign urges policy-makers to
recognise the speedy, positive impact of vaccinations and scientific knowledge gained the last year for
EU countries to better coordinate and restore free movement for citizens”, said Thomas Reynaert,
Managing Director, Airlines for Europe (A4E).
“There is huge pent-up demand to travel again and we do not want to reopen for summer, only to be
in lockdown again. Travelling responsibly means staying safe and healthy so that Europe will have a

better chance of a quicker and longer-term recovery. By respecting safety measures, together we can
make the summer of 21 one to remember for all the right reasons”, said Olivier Jankovec, Director
General at Airports Council International Europe (ACI EUROPE).
“According to a recent survey by IATA, 76% of people want to travel to see family and friends as soon
as possible. We have the means—with testing and vaccinations—to safely reconnect people and
restart the travel and tourism sector in time for summer. We just need the will and coordination by
governments to make it happen”, said Rafael Schvartzman, Regional Vice President for Europe at the
International Air Transport Association (IATA).
“Together we can make the reopening of travel and tourism in Europe this summer a reality. This is a
key strategy to ensure the health and wellbeing of citizens and the vitality of the whole European
travel and tourism value chain in the long term”, said Julie Lassaigne, Secretary General at the
European Travel Retail Confederation (ETRC).
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About Airlines for Europe (A4E)
Launched in 2016, Airlines for Europe (A4E) is Europe’s largest airline association, based in Brussels. The
organisation advocates on behalf of its members to help shape EU aviation policy to the benefit of consumers,
ensuring a continued safe and competitive air transport market. With more than 720 million passengers carried
in 2019, A4E members account for more than 70 per cent of the continent’s journeys, operating more than 3,000
aircraft and generating more than EUR 130 billion in annual turnover. Members with air cargo and mail activities
transport more than 5 million tons of goods each year to more than 360 destinations either by freighters or
passenger aircraft. Current members include Aegean, airBaltic, Air France-KLM Group, Cargolux, easyJet, Finnair,
Icelandair, International Airlines Group (IAG), Jet2.com, Lufthansa Group, Norwegian, Ryanair Holdings,
Smartwings, TAP Air Portugal, TUI and Volotea. Follow us on Twitter @A4Europe.
About Airports Council International Europe (ACI EUROPE)
ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International (ACI), the only worldwide professional
association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE represents over 500 airports in 55 countries. Our members
facilitate over 90% of commercial air traffic in Europe. Air transport supports 13.5 million jobs, generating €886
billion in European economic activity (4.4% of GDP). In response to the Climate Emergency, in June 2019 our
members committed to achieving Net Zero carbon emissions for operations under their control by 2050, without
offsetting.
About the International Air Transport Association (IATA)
IATA (International Air Transport Association) represents some 290 airlines comprising 82% of global air
traffic. You can follow IATA at https://twitter.com/iata for announcements, policy positions, and other useful
industry information.
About the European Travel Retail Confederation (ETRC)
The European Travel Retail Confederation (ETRC) is an industry association for the duty free and travel retail
industry in Europe, serving the industry and its members to help create the right environment to allow the
industry to achieve its potential and protect it when challenges arise. ETRC is composed of national and regional
affiliated trade associations representing over 200 European companies, Tax Free World Association (TFWA)
representing 500 brand companies, and direct corporate membership from individual companies working in the
duty free and travel retail trade across Europe and beyond. The European Travel Retail Confederation's

operations are directed by its Supervisory and Managing Boards and carried out by a full-time secretariat. For
more information about the organisation, please see our website – www.etrc.org
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